


Radio personality, guitarist, educator and entrepreneur Santosh Gnanakan is combining his 
unique gifts to create a sustainable enterprise designed to finance the education of under 
privileged children in India…

Some people are born entrepreneurs. Others recognize, 

embrace and implement great business opportunities 

to promote greater social benefits such as education for 

orphans and vulnerable children. 

About a year ago, Santosh Gnanakan met Lukas 

Brunner through Jonathan Michael (a longtime 

neighbourhood friend now residing in British Columbia, 

Canada), who had dropped in with Lukas for lunch one 

day with Santosh’s family in Bangalore, India. 

Santosh’s wife Christobelle, had found a YouTube 

video of a safe and sturdy sandbox that their 12- and 

7-year-old daughters and their 4-year-old son could 

enjoy. Santosh and Phillip, his carpenter, were working 

on the sandbox when Lukas and Jonathan arrived. 

After all-round introductions, Santosh and Lukas 

bonded over their mutual fascination with designing 

and building unique things. Lukas, as it happened 

was a highly accomplished designer and builder of 

guitars—Brunner Guitars—a household name among 

elite guitarists in his native Switzerland, across Europe 

and beyond. Then Santosh described his main design 

ambition to Lukas. As CEO of ACTS—a chain of not-

for-profit schools offering an integrated approach to 

learning incorporating Agriculture, Crafts, Trades and 

(academic) Studies, to more than 5000 underprivileged 

Indian children—  he wanted to redesign the 

organization so that it would be funded through social 

enterprise and entrepreneurship. 

Astha Guitars: 

Igniting a Social, Cultural and Musical Revolution



Then Santosh and Lukas 
Talked Guitars...
Santosh’s passion for guitars was likely genetic. In 

fact, his father, Dr. Ken Gnanakan—in addition to 

his multifaceted career as a professor, theologian, 

educator and founder of ACTS—had spent much of 

the 1960s touring Bangalore, Calcutta and Bombay 

as a guitarist with a rock band called The Trojans—

widely recognized as “The Beatles of India.” Santosh 

himself had spent the early years of his own career 

touring India as a bass guitarist for the rock band, 

Retronome, before parlaying his formal education in 

communications into 15 years as a deejay and radio 

personality in India and Sri Lanka. As a highlight 

of his career Santosh is proud of his continuing 

close friendship with internationally acclaimed folk 

guitarist, singer, songwriter Raghu Dixit who Santosh 

discovered and wrote about as a print journalist. (Dixit 

performed in 2012 for Queen Elizabeth and the Duke 

of Edinburgh at a Diamond Jubilee Pageant marking 

60 years since her accession to the throne.)

Meanwhile, Lukas had reached the zenith of his craft 

as a guitar designer and was seeking ways to leverage 

those accomplishments to leave a legacy by making 

a meaningful difference in the lives of poor people. 

Quickly, the idea—build and market a unique, high 

quality Indian guitar—came to life. Lukas would supply 

the proven technical skills, design expertise and 

marketing. Santosh would find the people, procure the 

equipment and manage the manufacturing operation. 

They named the guitars “Astha”—the word for “hope” 

in Sanskrit.  Together Santosh and Lukas committed to 

creating Guitars of Hope.

“We are making high quality 
instruments that both professional 
and recreational guitarists will 
treasure, so ACTS can proudly and 
professionally generate its own 
revenue and invest sustainably in 
strengthening the social mission 
of providing a relevant education 
for underprivileged children.” 
Santosh Gnanakan

Lukas Brunner & 
Santosh Gnanakan



Social Enterprise
One of Astha Guitar’s first employees is Phillip—the 

carpenter who built the state-of-the-art sandbox 

for Santosh’s children. Orphaned shortly after birth, 

he had learned carpentry through the ACTS school 

system and has worked for the organization for many 

years. Since Phillip built that first sandbox last year, 

the number of people asking for similar sandboxes 

has left Santosh speculating about the possibility of a 

spinoff sandbox-building enterprise. But for now he is 

thrilled with the progress of Astha Guitars.

“We’re not merely building 
guitars. We are building hope. 
We are building lives. And when 
you buy an Astha guitar, you are 
helping make this happen.” 
Santosh Gnanakan 

For Lukas, satisfaction lies 

in the opportunity transfer 

his knowledge and talents 

to empower aspiring 

craftsmen with new 

skills and to help them 

create an instrument 

that will make a 

difference to guitarists 

everywhere and to 

children in need who will 

receive a good education. 

“Astha Guitars represent the finest 
in guitar craftsmanship and tone 
quality at a reasonable price.” 
Lukas Brunner

“People who purchase Astha guitars are providing 

job opportunities for skilled artisans and supporting 

schools where children from poor families can receive 

a solid education. Astha Guitars is not just another 

brand. Each guitar is truly a Guitar of Hope—making 

a difference of joy, creative inspiration and hope in 

people’s lives.”

Today, after hundreds of Skype conversations between 

Switzerland and Bangalore, Santosh and Lukas have 

established a vibrant start-up operation. A workshop 

has been equipped and staffed and Lukas is providing 

individualized, hands-on training, in Bangalore, to the 

core staff of four employees. Santosh is thrilled to see the 

enterprise he envisioned come to life.



Based on the success of Brunner Guitars, Lukas says Astha Guitars is well-positioned 

to capture an enviable position in the market. Some of the best and most widely 

used woods for making acoustic guitars happen to grow in India and Switzerland. 

This blend of materials also reflects the Astha/Brunner partnership. Most Astha 

guitars will feature Indian Rosewood and Indian Mahogany for backs, sides and 

necks along with Swiss Spruce for sound boards. Some models will feature Swiss 

Maple and Walnut bodies. All the woods are certified by the Forest Stewardship 

Council of Canada, reflecting a strong commitment to environmental sustainability as 

well as economic and social responsibility.

Astha guitars are also designed to be uniquely “climate resistant”. Humidity is a major 

challenge for acoustic guitar players everywhere. (Humidity varies widely around the 

globe. Solid wood stays alive and reacts to changes in humidity, which significantly 

affects a guitar’s playability.) To meet the challenge, Astha guitars will feature a unique 

neck connection which allows the neck angle to be adjusted by the player, changing the 

‘action’—the distance between the strings and the fretboard—immediately, at any time.

Other distinctive features include a state-of-the-art bracing system which improves 

projection and tonal balance as well as a sound port on the upper body of the 

guitar to serve as a monitor for the guitar player. The guitars are styled with a 

naturally elegant look and feel accented with discreet Indian-style inlays.

“Astha Guitars are designed to enhance both the professional and the amateur 

musician’s creative experience,” Santosh says. “As a social enterprise, Astha Guitars 

will change the lives of the people we employ by giving them highly marketable skills. 

As a business, Astha Guitars fills a definite need in the marketplace and the profits 

generated will fund the education of children in need across India and beyond.”

Astha/Brunner 

Technology and Craftsmanship



For Further Information Visit: 
www.UmojaJourney.com 

ACTS Group of Institutions - Santosh Gnanakan
54 MIG, KHB Colony
Koramangala 5th Block
Bangalore 560095

Phone: +91-80-25531154
Email: santosh@actsgroup.org
www.asthaguitars.com

Brunner Guitars - Lukas Brunner
Sur Prassuoir 87
7543 Lavin
Switzerland

Phone: +41 (0)81 862 20 89
Email: info@brunner-guitars.com
www.brunner-guitars.com


