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ADVENTURE WITH PURPOSE
BANGLADESH OCTOBER 2018

Bangladesh is one of the poorest and yet the most densely populated countries in the 
world, with over 150 million people living in an area twice the size of New Brunswick. 
It is also one of the world’s poorest nations, with periodic natural disasters. In areas 
of extreme poverty, girls are at risk of being abandoned or married off at a young age. 
Bangladesh has the world’s highest rate of child marriages for girls under 15. This 
practice challenges the girls’ rights to an education, health, protection, and development. 

‘The International Needs model is to raise funds and provide expertise to support 
locals who are on the ground and have built strong relationships with people in the 
community who will undertake any construction and repair works providing labour 
and materials. This will in addition help to boost the local industry.’  - David Marshall, 
Executive Director of International Needs, Canada



OCTOBER 2018  3

UMOJA JOURNEY AT A GLANCE
Bangladesh

October 15 - 20, 2018

Day Date Destination What’s Happening

1 Monday, October 15 ......................................Dhaka, Bangladesh  Arrival

2 Tuesday, October 16 .....................................Dhaka, Bangladesh  Visit to Savar 
                                                                                                                   Children’s Village  (FULL DAY)

3 Wednesday, October 17 ............................Rajshahi, Bangladesh  1. Take a morning flight from 
                                                                                                                   Dhaka to Rajshahi.

                                                                                                                   2. Rajshahi Airport to Naogoan  
                                                                                                                   by van.

                                                                                                                   3. Rest and stay overnight at  
                                                                                                                   Naogoan Hotel. 

4 Thursday, October 18 ............................... Naogoan, Bangladesh  1. Visit Naogoan 
                                                                                                                   Building Project.

                                                                                                                   2. Catch an afternoon flight  
                                                                                                                   from Rajshahi to Dhaka

5 Friday, October 19 .........................................Dhaka, Bangladesh  Sight seeing and shopping 
                                                                                                                   in Dhaka 

6 Saturday, October 20 ....................................Dhaka, Bangladesh Visit Drop-in Centre in the  
                                                                                                                  morning. Return Flight
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THE PROJECTS:
NAOGOAN INTEGRATED 
PROJECT
The Naogoan Free School is located in rural 
northwest Bangladesh. The people who 
live in rural areas face debilitating poverty 
and many of the children have no families 
who care for them. Some work as day 
labourers in local factories or fields. When 
International Needs opened the Naogoan 
Free School, the teachers simply invited anyone who wanted to learn to come to school. More 
than 250 children started attending classes. Today, there are 400 children receiving primary level 
education at the Naogoan Free School. Because of the school’s great success, it is now crucial 
to add secondary level education. International Needs Bangladesh is seeking to move forward 
with the Naogoan Integrated Project by constructing a 3 story building to expand its ministry to 
the many families in the region.
 

PHASE ONE will include expansion of the Free 
School including secondary level education. 
Plans also include a Kindergarten for the affluent 
society in other regions of Naogoan, who at 
present have no kindergarten where they can 
send their children. This will generate income for 
the school and help sustain other projects. 

PHASE TWO will see construction of a first 
floor to house a computer room, a resource 
library, and additional classrooms. 

PHASE THREE will be a second floor comprising a 
dormitory for 100 orphans and vulnerable children from 
remote villages and disaster prone areas. A separate 
dining hall and kitchen will be built to provide for the 
nutritional needs of the children in residence and the 
students and staff at the school. This floor will house a 
chapel used for church services and as a recreation hall. 
Discipleship programs will be held to train and raise up 
Christian leaders in this predominantly Muslim region.
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DHAKA DROP-IN 
CENTRE
Life for a street child is full 
of anguish and uncertainty. 
Many are separated from their 
families, others are abandoned. 
There are approximately 
450,000 street children living 
in Dhaka, the nation’s capital. 
Root causes for children living 
on the streets include extreme 
poverty, the breakdown of the 
family, parental death or illness, 
and physical or sexual abuse. 

Street children are extremely vulnerable to all forms of exploitation and abuse. The Drop-In 
Centre in Dhaka, will provide a safe and enriching environment where children can receive 
nutritious food, education, social and psychological support, recreational activities, healthcare 
services, bathing facilities, and legal aid. The program’s objective is to empower street children 
and help facilitate alternatives to street life.

SAVAR CHILDREN’S 
VILLAGE REPAIR AND  
RENOVATION PROJECT
Savar Children’s Village is a girl’s boarding 
school located 45 minutes outside Dhaka, the 
country’s capital city. The facility includes a 
large courtyard, a church, school dormitories, 
and a medical clinic. Savar hosts 250 orphans 
and vulnerable girls from various regions 
in Bangladesh. Due to damp weather and 
the long term use of the campus buildings, 
cracks and openings have begun forming in 
the structures and water slips through when 
it rains, creating an unhealthy environment for 
the children and those who care for them. Upgrades 
are urgently needed throughout the campus including 
reconstruction and re-plastering of the buildings, 
new bathrooms, plumbing and electrical work and 
painting. The upgrades will positively impact the 
health and wellbeing of the children and staff.


